Little Joanne is 10 
years old and she is 


looking for a family. 

She is one of the spastic 
children “on the books” of 
the Be My Parent adop- 
tion agency which seeks 
special homes for special 
children. You can read 
the inspiring story about 
the agency and its work for 
youngsters like Joanne on 
Page 3. 

But what of Joanne her- 
self. This — in part — 
is how the agency “sells” 
the little girl to prospeciive 
parents... 

Joanne has bright brown 
eyes and auburn hair. She 
is severely physically and 
mentally handicapped, has 
mever experienced family 
life and is currently living 
in a hospital. 

She is a friendly girl with 
a happy disposition. She 
has a sense of humour and 
is mischievous so you 
sometimes need to be firm 
with her. She attends a 
local special school run by 
The Spastics Society where 
she gets language therapy, 
physiotherapy and lots of 
stimulation. If she had a 
family to come home to 
each day, this good work 
could be continued. 

Joanne isn’t able to walk 
but gets around by crawi- 
ing or in her baby walker. 
Otherwise, she has a wheel- 
chair which she’s learning 
to propel herself. She can 
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sit unaided, is learning to 
feed herself and is also 
being toilet - trained. 
Joanne will never be able 
to talk but she’s learning to 
communicate by using 
simple symbols and she 
understands much of what 
is being said to her. She 


is making good progress in 
all these areas. 

Her family must accept 
that Joanne wiil never be 
independent and _ they'll 
need to be firm and con- 
sistent as well as affec- 
tionate, attentive and sup- 
portive. 


‘Surely they are 
_ Britain’s most 
devoted parents? 


JONATHAN and Dinah Walker were told by all 
the experts that it couldn’t be done. Bringing up one 
spastic child was difficult, to care for three was 
impossible. But the Walkers ignored the advice, and 
the “children” are now aged 47, 45 and 35 — and 
still being cared for at home. Spastics News tells 
the story of remarkable parental devotion on page 9, 


Duchess 
plans to 
attend 
AGM 


THE Society’s Patron, 
HRH the Duchess of Kent, 
will attend the 39th 
annual general meeting of 
the Society in London, on 
October 16. 

The news has delighted 
staff and _ supporters. 
“Everyone is so pleased,” 
Chairman Mrs Joyce 
Smith told Spastics News, 
“because this is such a 
special year. We are sure 
the Duchess will be 
delighted to hear of the 
Society’s good progress.” 

In addition to the 
important, formal session 
at the AGM with the 
reports from Chairman and 
Hon Treasurer, and elec- 
tion for Executive Council 
vacancies, there will be 
two guest speakers, Dr 
Geoffrey Harris, adminis- 
trator of St Laurence’s Hos- 
pital, Caterham, Surrey, 
and Mr Bernard Brett, who 
in spite of severe handi- 
cap, is a leading voluntary 
worker, 


ONE of the most 
tragic victims of the 
Falklands Campaign is 
now in Britain to start 
a new life. 


Cheryl Bonner, aged 
26, is severely handi- 
capped with cerebral 
palsy and has been 
looked after all her 
life by her parents. 


But tragedy struck 
towards the end of the 
Falklands war when 
Cheryl was at home in 
Port Stanley with her 
parents. 


A wayward - shell 
fired by the Royal 
Navy struck their 


house, killing Cheryl’s 
mother and two other 
women, and her father 
decided he could not 


mission 


cope 
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mercy 


with looking 
after Cheryl by him- 


self. 
She can’t stand or sit 


up, is the size of a chiid 
of eight, has the mind of 
a baby three months old 
and is partially blind. 


In the aftermath of the 
Stanley tragedy a 
mercy mission began to 
provide for Cheryl’s future, 
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Insert Pad 


New life for 
girl trom the 


Klan 
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which inyolyed the new 
Civil Commissioner of the 
Falklands, Rex Hunt, The 
Falklands Appeal, The 
Spastics Society and The 
Ockenden Venture. 

On hearing of Cheryl’s 
predicament, Rex Hunt, 
the former Governor of the 
Falklands, returning as its 
first Civil Commissioner 
and a Trustee of the Falk- 
lands Appeal, set up to 
help with the rehabilitation 
of the islands, suggested a 
trust fund should be set up 
for Cheryl. 

Major - General Alan 
Mills, Honorary Director 
of The Falklands Appeal 
explained the train of 
events which followed. 

“Cheryl embarked from 
Falklands on board the 
hospital ship Uganda but 
became distressed by the 
heat on board as the ship 


Continued on Page 12 
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yet still discreet enough to fit securely and 
comfortably into the Inco-Care Ventilated Pan 


It's new quilted lining disperses urine to reduce 


soreness, irritation and odour, with fluffier fill 
to absorb the average bladder release with 

capacity to spare. The Insert Pad has a special 
waterproof backing, with no plastic-to-skin 


Write or telephone for samples and further d 


ilated Pants 


The new Inco-Care Insert Pad is highly absorbent 


contact to help prevent leakage without causing 
discomfort... 

ts. And teamed with Inco-Care washable, stretch 

Ventilated Pants, the two together create an 

ing incontinence system that looks like and feels like 

normal underwear, restoring patient dignity and 

providing more comfort, confidence and 

convenience. 


etails. Inco is a registered trade mark 


Robinsons of Chesterfield pe 


Wheatbridge, Chesterfield. Derbyshire, S40 2AD. Telephone: Chesterfield (0246/31101. Telex: 547320 


BERTIE the Bus is 30 
years old and, as buses go, 
extremely pleased with 
himself. 


This is net just because 
he has escaped the priva- 
tions and indignities suf- 
fered by the majority of 
his contemporaries in some 
mechanised knacker’s 
yard; nor because he has 
found a useful and happy 
way to spend his old age. 

Bertie, you see, has in- 
influential friends. Tony 
Vlassopulo a self-coniessed 
“bus nut,” ies one. Ingrid 
Pitt, the actress and 
author, is another. Between 
them they have brought 
Bertie a modicum of fame 
which he carries off with 
a certain 1950’s swagger 
and charm. 

Mr Vlassepulo, 50, a 
barrister who gave up the 
bar to take over his father’s 
shipping line, bought 
Bertie several years ago to 
give outings to youngsters 
from White Lodge, a resi- 
dential centre for spastic 
children at Chertsey near 


his Weybridge home. 


Since then Miss Pitt — 
she often operates as 
Bertie’s conductor — has 
eulogised the former Lon- 
don Transport _ single 
decker in her book “Bertie 
the Bus”, with the proceeds 
going to The Spastics 
Society. 


She is pictured with Mr 
Viassopulo when he re- 
ceived his Public Service 
Vehicle licence from Mr 
Neville Lobley, head of 
London Transport’s train- 
ing school at Chiswick. 
Said Mr Vlassopulo: “I 
do not need a PSV licence 
to drive the children 
around but it is a great 
responsibility so I decided 
to ask LT to bring me up 
to professional standards. 
They were kind enough to 
help and both Bertie and 
I are very proud of. my 
new licence.” 

Bertie was 
nothing but since Miss 
Pitt was fondling his 
radiator who could blame 
him? 


saying 
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Wheelchair 


Finding a wheelchair that really suited you has always been a problem. Either the 
wheels were the wrong size, or the legrests were the wrong type, or it was just uncomfortable, 

Now there is the Vessa Variant-a wheelchair which offers you custom-made choice, 
without the expense or delay-you can have any Variant chair within a few days of ordering. 

The Vessa Variant is based on a new modular design concept that has enabled us to 
build in variety and choice from the start. Giving you a wheelchair that can be tailor-made to 
your very own requirements. 

With a choice of seat widths, wheels, handrims, backrests, armrests, legrests, ) 
footplates and much, much more, we’ve made sure there are more than enough alternatives to 
enable you to have exactly the wheelchair you need and want. In fact we can provide 190,000 
options. 

The Vessa Variant has taken more than 3 years to design and develop, undergoing 
rigorous, independent testing, including the stringent life test laid down by the Department 


of Health. 
Nationwide sales and service is assured through the Vessa network of appointed 
distributors. 


(Free of VAT with Doctor’s Certificate) 


[pes post to me further details of the Vessa Variant wl 


and list of distributors, $8 
Name 
Address 


Vessa Ltd, FREEPOST, Alton, Hampshire GU34 2Py. | 
Tel: (0420) 83294 
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Vessa Lid is part of the Intermed Group, 
suppliers of quality health-care 
products worldwide. 
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for womens | 
benefit rights 


“QUEEN Victoria is dead and it is high time we 
changed our views on married women and their 
role in society,” declared Jack Ashley, MP, when : 


chairing a press conference in the House of 


Commons on July 9 to launch the Week of Par- — 


liamentary Action to end discrimination against 
married and co-habiting women in claiming 
Invalid Care Allowance and Housewives Non- 


Contributory Pension. 

The Press Conference 
was sponsored jointly by 
the All Party Disablement 
Group and the All Party 
Group for Pensioners, and 
was attended by MPs and 
spokesmen from all politi- 
cal parties. 


Among those on the plat- 
form with Jack Ashley 
were John Hannam MP, 
Jock Stallard MP, Jo 
Richardson MP, Baroness 
Gardner, and Elizabeth 
Sydney from the Liberal 
Party. It was reported that 
the “Week of Parliamen- 
tary Action” was being 
supported by over 40 vol- 
untary organisations  in- 
cluding The Spastics Soc- 
iety. 

Support for the aims of 
the week had also come 
from the Nationa] 
Womens’ Advisory Com- 
mittee of the Conservative 
Party, the Labour Women 


and the Federation of 
Liberal Women. 
Baroness Lockwood, 


Chairman of the Equal 
Opportunities Commission, 
in a message of support for 
the Week of Action, said 
that “there are a massive 
group of women who are 
suffering from a most un- 
just form of discrimina- 
tion” and continued “Let 
us hope it helps to arouse 
public anger and concern 
to such a pitch that these 
much needed changes to 
ICA and HNCIP will have 
to be made”. 

The effects of this un- 
just discrimination were 
brought home to everyone 
at the launch when a dis- 
abled housewife, Miriam 
Macleod, spoke of her own 
plight. Miriam has suffered 
from multiple sclerosis for 
five years; it was diagnosed 
one year after her son was 
born. She is blind in one 
eye and has only 20% 
vision in the other. After 
filling out a long form con- 
taining numerous searching 
questions she was turned 
down for HNCIP and de- 
clared fit to undertake 
housework. 


She was rejected without 
anyone visiting her to see 
for themselves how severe 
her disabilities are. She is 
now appealing against the 
decision. 

The plight of married 
women caring for disabled 
people was told by Susan 
Heizer — who has a hus- 
band who is Severely dis- 
abled by polio, and is 
working; a foster son who 
is profoundly deaf, and 
twins of five. Susan man- 
ages te work part-ime for 
the Spinal Injuries 4.sso- 


Fair deal 

for wives 
urged 
by MP’s 


ciation but cannot claim 
Inyalid Care Allowance 
despite the fact that she 
cares for her disabled hus- 
band and son. 


The financial strain 
caused by the extra costs 
of disability have caused 
the family many problems. 
But as Susan said: “It is 
not just the money, »ut In- 
valid Care Allowance gives 
married women recogni- 
tion for the work that they 
do.” 


It was announced that 
during the Week of Action 
that Members of Parlia- 
ment would be questioning 
the Secretary of Social Ser- 
vices, Norman Fowler MP 
about his intentions as to 
ICA and HNCIP. A de- 
bate and Early Day Motion 
are likely to follow. 


Several speakers at the 
press conference stressed 
that the government should 
end the — discrimination 
against married women 
with ICA and HNCIP if 
it was really committed to 
its policy of “Care in the 
Community”. It — was 
pointed out that the carers, 
most of whom are married 
women, are penalised 
when they do look after a 
disabled relative or friend 
in the community.  Dis- 
abled housewives were also 
penalised by being refused 
benefit if they tried to keep 
their independence and 
help themselves by trying 
to cope with household 
chores at home. 


Gay group 
formed 


A PEN friend, self help and 
information service for dis- 
abled gay men is being set 
up. 

The aim of the organisa- 
tion, called the Gay Men’s 
Disabled Group is to tackle 
the problems and isolation of 
gay men from various back- 
grounds and with different 
disabilities, 

Anyone requiring more 
details should write to The 
Gay Men's Disabled Group, 


c/o Gay’s The Word, 66 


Marchmont Street, London 


WCIN 1AB, enclosing a SAK 
and an additional stamp. oF 
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Carol’s cup: 


Stephen? 


WHOEVER adopts seven-year-old Stephen will find 
him responsive, warm and easy to love. However, 
he is both physically and mentally handicapped 
and will also be hard work. His sight is limited 
and, due to cerebral palsy (spasticity), he may never 
walk unaided. He can walk short distances if his 
hand is held firmly and he manages the stairs on 
his own if there’s a bannister for him to grip. At 
school he propels himself around in his toy buggy 
and he’s just beginning to try a walking frame. 
Otherwise, he manages to shuffle around quite 
successfully from a sitting position. 

Stephen’s speech is retarded but he can use 
several single words and is learning more all the 
time. He can understand familiar simple sentences, 
too. He adores music and is quick to learn little 
tunes. Although he isn’t completely toilet-trained, 
with care, planning and luck, accidents can be 
avoided. He enjoys his meals and can feed himself 
with a spoon. When he accomplishes a new task 
Stephen’s delight is most apparent. Bath-time, rough- 
and tumble game, being taken out and meeting new 
people are constant sources of joy to Stephen. His 
quieter moments are spent contentedly rummaging 
through his toy box unearthing favourite treasures. 


Stephen will have to attend a school for handi- 
capped children. He will always be limited and 
probably unable to lead a totally independent life. 
He needs to be an only child or by far the youngest. 
Despite his difficulties, he is a happy, healthy very 
manageable little boy—alert and unusually sensitive. 


A new home for 


Every picture tells 


an honest story 


CHILDREN ~ without 
families throughout 
Britain are now the 
focus of special atten- 
tion. 


Most adoption agencies 
have a copy of a iarge 
orange photo album con- 
taining the pictures and 
personal details of children 
with special needs who are 
looking for a family to call 
their own. 

So far, the Be My 
Parent scheme, which com- 
piles and regularly updates 
the albums, has found 
new homes for 101 young- 
sters by literally putting 
prospective adoptive 
parents in the picture about 
them. 

There are currently 175 
children featured in the 
album and they all have 
special problems: either 
they are brothers and sis- 
ters who want to stay 
together, teenagers or 
handicapped kids, includ- 
ing some with cerebral 
palsy. 

No one knows exactly 
how many children there 
are in Britain who are in 
need of a permanent home. 
The last major _ study 
carried out in 1973 by the 
Association of British 
Adoption and_ Fostering 
Agencies revealed _ that 
there were at least 6,000 
children between the ages 
of five and 11, living in 
residential care who 
needed a permanent home. 

Such revelations led to a 
quickening of the attempts 
to provide a more dynamic 
approach to family finding. 

Be My Parent was one 
of the answers, stimulated 
by the success of a similar 
scheme in America. 

The results of various 
photo-listing projects in 


America were shown to 
John Fitzgerald, the Direc- 
tor of the Adoption 
Resource Exchange, who 
was highly impressed by 
the success of schemes like 
the one in Connecticut, 
which found homes for 
nine mongol children. 


In April, 1980, after a 
long period of discussion, 
deliberation, and advice 
from Mrs Carol Ann 
Yeaple, pioneer of Ameri- 
can photo listing schemes, 
Be My Parent was 
launched. 

Every month since then 
new pages-are distributed 
to the holders of the big 
orange book while a bi- 
monthly newsletter  pre- 


views forthcoming children. 


whose photos are in the 
pipeline. 

Since the scheme started 
314 children have featured 
in the album, which means 
that one in three have 
found homes_ directly 
through the scheme. 

Of the 101 children who 
have found a new family 
only 10, predominantly 
teenagers, decided not to 
stay with them. 

Not very long ago in 
order to adopt a child you 


had to prove you were 
more religious than the 
Pope, more _ respectable 


than a bank manager or a 
fully paid up member of 
the middle classes. 

Now almost anyone can 
adopt a child, whether 
single, divorced, atheist or 
middle aged. 

The Be; MyrPia rent 
scheme, while deliberately 
emotional in the direct 
appeal of its photographs, 
which however, make nu 
attempt to conceal physical 
handicaps, offers an im- 


Continued on Page 4 
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A new home for 
Michael ? 


MICHAEL, born in November 1974, is a lovable, 
pleasant, slightly-built child who has lived in a 
children’s home since 1976. He suffers from cerebral 
palsy. He has difficulty balancing but can walk with 
aids or if someone holds his hand. He has physio- 
therapy to increase his muscle tone and help his 
balance. Michael gets upset when too much is asked 
of him. He needs to take things slowly. He may 
eventually learn to walk by himself. He can feed 
and undress himself and makes a good attempt at 
dressing. He can say a few words and these are 
becoming easier to follow. He understands instruc- 
tions quite well, especially when accompanied by > 
gestures. Michael has a yery slight defect in his 
left eye, although his vision isn’t affected. He won't 
need regular hospital check-ups but he’ll have to 
attend a special school for physically and mentally 
handicapped chidren with speech and physiotherapy 
facilities. ae 

Michael’s new family must be prepared to be 


totally committed to Michael. The rewards may be 
few and any progress is likely to be very slow. 
Michael will probably always need to depend on 
them to a considerable extent. 

Although shy at first, Michael loves haying lots 
of attention and responds well to familiar adults. 
He also needs firm handling or he could be disrup- 
tive. He'll play briefly with other children but isn’t 
very good at sharing an adult, so it’s felt he’d benefit 
from being an only child. A family who fostered 
Michael when he was very young would welcome 
occasional contact. 


‘ 
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CAROL Evans is riding 
high at present. 

When Carol, aged 22, 
who has cerebral palsy. 
came into the Midland 
Spastics Association’s 
centre she was proudly 
clutching a large silver cup, 
and wearing an even larger 
smile. 

The cup had been pre- 
sented to Carol by the 
Seecham Riding Group for 
the Disabled because she is 
the rider who has shown 
the most improvement over 
the past year. 


The award was of 
special merit as Carol has 
only been riding for nine 
months, 
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esata Major 


ONE FRAME FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
Supported standing with controlled flexibility 


ELECTR 


It’s exciting... It’s electric... It’sElectro! 
Exciting as anew foy, in its brilliant yellow and black fibreglass 
body shell, it offers a freedom, travel range and independent 
mobility with two speeds to any handicapped child from 2-7 
years having/arm, even finger only movement control! 

Designed to capture a childs imagination, it 
moves freely indoors and outdoors, run up 1 in4 
gradients, turns on its own axis and even climbs 


N over small obstacles with complete safety. There 
is no ‘topping-up’ or acid spillage so it caneasily be 


Continuing the success of FLEXISTAND in providing 
standing with controlled flexibility for children, Flexistand 
Major provides the same for older children and adults of 
any age, sex, or size up to 6’ 2” and 18 stone in weight. 
The frame contacts and correctly supports the body in four 


places: feet, knees, buttocks and chest. Flexibility is easily . . 
: pa tansy i a i transported by car. 
adjustable; backwards and forwards and side to side ria Ree : 
Port Gariiea. Gonleeliod igsiceandcanl : a We want and need to tell you 
movement can be controlled independently. ore, aaipliaciiunia ei tate 
Likely applications include stroke recovery, spinal cord Ry for the complete story of the 
A — J 


oS 


injury, muscle disease, multiple sclerosis, severe mental 
subnormality and cerebral palsy. 


For more detailed information send for 
a leaflet and our free brochure. 


ay JONCARE 
Radley Road Industrial Estate, 


Abinadon, Oxon. U.K: 
Tel: (0235) 28120/29353 


Radley Road Industrial Estate, 
Abingdon, Oxon. Tel: (0235) 28120/29353 
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Volunteer 
‘brightened 
lives of 
others’ 


MRS Sophie Jourdain, 
who was for 25 years 
Secretary of the Castle- 
ford and District Spastics 
Society, has died at the age 
of 83. 


A member of the Castle- 
ford Society since it began 
in April 1955, Mrs Jour- 
dain was an example of the 
dedicated, hard working 
enthusiast without which 
the entire charity move- 
ment would founder. 


“We would not decry 
the wonderful work being 
done by large groups 
which erect buildings for 
spastics,” wrote Mrs Jour- 
dain in Spastics News of 
November 1961, “but for 
us this does not seem prac- 
ticable. 


“We do say, however, io 
all groups like ourselves, 
seek out and know your 
people, seek to brighten 
their lives, give them an 
interest if possible, tackle 
every problem as it comes 
along.” 


_ Speaking of the flowers 
which filled Castleford 
Parish Church in memory 
of Mrs Jourdain, the Rev 
Stephen Fell, chairman of 
the Society, said: “The 
flowers represented the 
lives and homes she had 
_ brightened by her com- 
passion, hard work and seif 


sacrifice.” 
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push 


JOE Hughes, presenting 
a cheque for £1,000, 
money he raised in spon- 
sorship for his wheelchair 
push around Fitzroy 
Square as part of the 
annual fair, to Miss Mar- 
garet Morgan, The Spas- 
tics Society’s Controller of 
Social Services, watched by 
Ian Dawson Shepherd, one 
of the Society’s founders 
and a member of the 
Executive Council. 
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Joe’s marathon success 


£1000 A big night out 


at the Fair 
in the Square 


AN exotic progress 
was made through the 
lunchtime shoppers of 
London’s Oxford 
Street by a fire eater 
and six attractive 
handmaidens. 


b “I wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair... 
[wish | had a Newton Ultra Lightweight... 
[ wish | had a Newton...zzzzz” 


Don’t just lie there dreaming. Many of our clients woke up long ago to the fact 
that because the Newton Ultra Lightweight wheelchair weighs only 30 lbs, it is 


more manoeuvreable and easier to 


car boots. 


Newton really is the dream wheelchair. 


push. Folded, it stows comfortably into most 


Contact us today for further information about the Newton 
Ultra-Lightweight and the Newton Elan powered wheelchair. 


meadway works 


Garretts Green Lane Birmingham B33 0SQ 
Telephone: 021-783 6081 


When only the best will do — go Newton 


Those who didn’t know 
it were soon aware that it 
was time again for the 
annual Fitzroy Square 
Fair which flourishes on 
the enthusiasm and hard 
work of the staff at The 
Spastics Society’s head- 
quarters. 

As the fire eater, dressed 
in a style reminiscent of the 
late racecourse _ tipster 
Prince Monolulu, drew the 
attention, the colourfully 
dressed young ladies 
handed out posters ad- 
vertising the fair. 

The fire eater, an en- 
thusiastic amateur called 
Eric Dunnington, donated 
his services free; the girls 
all employed by the 
Society were: Wendy An- 
drews, Paula Hewitt, 
Brigid Dallow, Rachel 
Jones, Theresa Shrimpton 
and Hetha O’Brien. 


The publicity fanfare 
was the culmination of a 
co-operative effort which 
succeeded in turning Fitz- 
roy Square into a carnival 
for one evening. 

The fire eater was back 
on duty again; the River- 
side Four Plus One jazz 
band ensured the atmos- 
phere remained hot, as the 
old fashioned fun fair was 
the focus for a whirligig of 
fun. 


Valerie Lang, an Execu- 
tive Council member 
brought along a petrol 
powered trike and charged 
people 20p a ride, while 
indomitable Joe Hughes, 
fund raiser extraordinary 
did another sponsored 
push around the square in 
his wheelchair. 


At the end of the day 
the total amount raised by 
this great effort of staff 
goodwill was £2,056. As 
the outlay, thanks to the 
Zenerosity of the donors, 
was negligible most of this 
sum will be clear profit 
and will go towards the 
running of the Society’s 
Family Services — and 
Assessment Centre in Fitz- 
roy Square. 


Life began 
anew with 
retirement 


FEW people face the prospect of retirement with 
unblemished optimism. When you are severely handi- 
capped the future beyond work can look very grim 
indeed. 

For Ken Jenkins, when he decided to retire at 
the age of 60 after working for I7 years at the 
Norfolk and Norwich Spastics Association Centre 
in Norwich and residing at the Society’s hostel in 
the city, the future didn’t look too rosy. 

He became the first resident in a new local _ 
authority old people’s home and found that his life, 
had not ended—merely begun again. 

So happy is Ken with his transition to a new life, 
that his sister Mrs D. Long of Oulton Broad was 
moved to celebrate his new found happiness in 
rhyme. 

“In F Wing he is happy with Sonny, Jim and 

Ed, 
With Albert and the ladies, all of whom tis said, 
Help to lay the tables and do other jobs as well, 
To make each other happy or so I have heard tell. 

“Sometimes his sister visits him, he likes with her 

to chat, ; 

Or he jumps into a taxi, like a bloated aristocrat, 

And spends a day at Beccles Road but says when 

night has come, 

Its nice to come and visit but now I'm going 

home.’” 

Mr H. G. Knight, Group Executive Officer of the 
Norfolk and Norwich Spastics Association tells us 
that Ken is now “as happy as a sandboy”. 

“Ken’s experience might encourage others to look 
forward to an equally happy retirement,” he says. 
“Incidentally I knew Ken as a boy in Welling- 
borough and in those days no one could have hoped 
for such a happy ending to a working life and a 
commencement of a future. 


“The Society and NANSA can take much credit, 
but Ken’s attitude to life and the acceptance of his 
his own restrictions are the real reasons.” 


- The children 


for adoption 


Continued from Page 3 


mediate contact with the 
range of potential adop- 
ted children. 

It is not possible to buy 
a copy of the photo book 
but copies are held by 
most local authority and 
voluntary agencies. 

Anyone can inquire 
about adoption, but if 
selected as a_ prospective 
parent, will have to go 
through the usual assess- 
ment procedures. 

Not suprisingly when it 
comes to choosing children 
those with special prob- 
lems or handicaps are less 
popular than the rest, and 
the Be My Parent scheme 
has given new hope to the 
kids who might be left on 
the adoption shelf. 

The 99th and 100th 
children to find a new 
family through the big 
orange book were Peter 
and Laura, a brother and 
sister, aged seven and five, 
who have some educational 


and medical difficulties. 

Colin Welland, actor 
and Oscar winning writer 
of the screenplay for 
“Chariots of Fire,” himself 
a father of two adopted 
children, describes Be My 
Parent as “a marvellous 
scheme.” 

Potential parents are told 
where their nearest book- 
holder is so they can take 
their time looking through 
the book. If they see a 
photograph of a child who 
they think will fit into 
their family the official 
wheels start turning. If all 
goes well the child and 
prospective parents meet 
each other to see if they 
suit each other. Only when 


both are ready will the 


child move in. 

If to some people the 
scheme has slightly undesir- 
abole overtones of adop- 
tion by mail order, the 
100 kids who have found 
a new happiness in family 
life will think it is a smail 
price to pay. se 


Castle Priory camp 


STUDENTS from The 
Spastics Society’s Castle 
Priory College taking the 
course leading to the 
certificate in residential 
care of the handicapped, 
together with two members 
of staff, were blessed with 
glorious weather for the 
annual “under canvas” 
venture, at which they 
entertain a group of handi- 
capped young people. 
They were pleased to have 
the facilities of another 


voluntary society’s 
grounds, in the beautiful 
settng of Burton Hill 
House, the 
Society’s school for physi- 
cally handicapped children, 
at Malmesbury, Wiltshire. 

This occasion the organi- 
sation was somewhat more 
complex, as numbers 
involved were greater than 
usual, but with the assis- 
tance of the local Youth 
Officer for Oxfordshire the 
sroup was able to borrow 


sufficient tents for 17 stu-_ 


dents and 13 handicapped 
young people. ; 


Shaftesbury 
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Centre 
seeks 


— support 


THE = Spastics 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre in 
Fitzroy Square, London, 
has been very much in the 
public spotlight during the 
past year. Notable events 
are mentioned in the 
annual appeal by the 
centre for support. 

Both the Prime Minister 
of India, Mrs _ Indira 
Ghandi, and the First Lady 
of the United States, Mrs 
Nancy Regan visited the 
centre. When Mrs Ghandi 
came, in March, she saw 
some of the work with 
spastics children and their 
families and also looked at 
the “Action India” exhibi- 
tion, which ran for three 
weeks and was open to the 
public. 

Amid all the excitement 
surrounding these special 
events normal work went 
on unabated. 

Several thousand people 
visited the centre for 
assessment, counselling 
and advice on aids, equip- 
ment and _ holidays. In 
addition, nearly 2,000 
people stayed at the centre, 
which continued to run 
Family Days and _ special 
weekends, courses for dis- 
abled people and home 
visitors, and study  pro- 
grammes for professional 
Visitors. 

“Last year,” says Mar- 
garet Morgan, Controller 
of Social Services, “we 
received £10,565 from 68 
local groups towards the 
running costs of the Centre 
and, in addition, £28,000 
was donated from regional 
funds. We are most grate- 
ful to all those who sup- 
port us so generously and 
we are hoping for an even 
greater response this year.” 


Society’s 


Course on 
communication 


COMMUNICATION within a 
family is vital for the health 
and happiness of each mem- 
ber yet is difficult enough 
when there is no handicap 
to speech. 

The problem for 
duals who have’ speech 
handicaps’ resulting from 
disabilities of various sorts, 
is magnified. 

But help is available to 
ease the way for parents and 
relatives in the shape of a 
weekend course showing just 
how other means of com- 
munications can bridge the 
gap. 

This course, which is orga- 
nised by the Co-ordinating 


indivi- 


Group for Communication 
Systems, is to be held at 
Ivorys, a large’ country 


house in 50 acres of delight- 
ful grounds in West Sussex, 
on Saturday, October 16 and 
Sunday, October 17, 1982. 

Designed specially for 
parents and relatives of han- 
dicapped people, the course 
will present information 
about the various forms of 
sign, symbol and signal com- 
munication which can take 
the place of speech, 

The cost of the course is 
£15 per person for full weel<- 
end accommodation, all 
meals provided; or £7.50 for 
two day attendance without 
accommodation. 

Application forms for the 
course can be obtained 
from:— Mrs Clare Latham, 
Secretary to the Co-ordinat- 
ing Group for Communica- 
tion Systems, The Wolfson 
Centre, Mecklenburgh 
Square, London WCL 2AP. 


Hall Show. 


® ERIC Morecambe shares a 


joke with s ome young admirers after opening the 


Family! STARS SHINE FO 


SOS members raise funds 
and please the 


THE stars came out 
while the sun shone 
when television per- 
sonalities put on their 
Sunday best for 
charity. 

At the annual Wakes 
Hall Show, near Colches- 
ter, it was a case of the 
Morecambe and Wisecrack 
show, when comedian Eric 
Morecambe opened the 
proceedings, in front of 
4,000 people. 

The Stars Garden Party 
at Colwall Court Hoiel 
brought a touch of Corona- 
tion Street to Bexhill when 
Dame Vera Lynn intro- 
duced Pat Pheoniex and 
Jack Howarth, who play 
Elsie Tanner and Albert 
Tatlock in the nation’s 
favourite soap opera, to a 
festive gathering of 2,000 
people. 

Both Wakes Hall, home 
for 26 spastic residents, 
and Colwall Court, a holi- 
day hotel for handicapped 
children, are run by the 
Stars Organisation For 
Spastics. 

The show at Wakes Halil 
was returning home zfter 
being held ia recent years 


SS 7 


@ A LONG way from the Rovers Return. Pat Phoenix 


at Fordham, five niles 
away, due to difficulties in 
coping with cars. The offer 
of parking space on adjoin- 
ing land made it possible 


to hold the show “at 
home.” 
Although Eric More- 


cambe has been a member 
of SOS fer several years 
he was making his first visit 
to Wakes Hall and he kept 
the crowd laughing with a 
series of ad libs. 


Support 


He was accompanied by 
fellow members of the 
SOS, including its presi- 
dent, the Lady Anne Ten- 
nant, Wakes Hall chair- 
man, Brian Kay, of the 
Kings Singers, former 
chairman John Horsley, 
thespians Jack Howarth, 
Ronald Leigh-Hunt and 
Liz Crowther, singer 
impressionist Karen Kay 
and Radio One disc jockey 
Adrian Love. 

Wakes Hall Principal 
Steve Richardson said that 
they were extremely grati- 
fied with the response foi- 


lowing the move back to 
Wakes Hall. 


“It proved extremely 


and Jack Howarth, stars of Coronation Street, at the 
Colwall Court Stars Garden Party. 


public 

popular,” he said. “At 
one stage we actually had 
the car park so full we 


could not squeeze in 
another car.” 


The show raised around 
£3,000 towards the run- 
ning costs of Wakes Hall. 

At Colwall Court they 
raised £4,000 in two hours 
after Dame Vera inyited 
the public to meet again 
the strawberries and cream 
tea atmosphere of a tradi- 
tional English garden 
party. 

The local town crier 
rang his bell, the British 
Legion band oompahed 
away all afternoon, as the 
public enjoyed the sun- 
shine and the 47 stalls 
manned by local societies. 


On special leave from the 
Rovers Return, Pat Phoe- 
nix and Jack Howarth 
signed autographs,  dis- 
pensed bonhomie and 
encouraged people to part 
with their money. 

“I know it sounds a bit 
cory,” said William Simp- 
son, manager of Colwail 
Court, “but what makes it 
different is the beautitul 
setting. With the sun shin- 
ing and the band banging 
away it was just a nice 
atmosphere.” 

Both centres are now 
counting with pleasure the 
proceeds of their own 
special Stars on Sunday 
show. 


Wakes 


—— 
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@® DAME Vera Lynn at the Stars Garden Party, Colwall 
Court. 


® ERIC Morecambe, opening the annual Wakes Hail 
show, spots Christine Buckle taking a picture from the 
crowd. He asks her up on to the platform and invites 
her to take a picture of the Invisible Man! 
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® ERIC Morecambe without Ernie Wise picks out two scrooges from the crowd at the 


Wakes hall Show. 
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Sherrards seek car cash help 


CALLING all former 
trainees of the Society’s 


The driving instruc- of our training. The 
tion scheme has been project is a successful 
Sherrards Training operating for the past one, we have a waiting 
Centre. Your help is year with a car which list of 18 trainees. 
needed. was loaned free of Please help us give this 

The continuing suc- charge but only for that service to our trainees 
cess of the centre’s year. present and_ future, 
driving instruction Now that the loan many of you are fully 
scheme is in jeopardy period is up the centre aware of the problems 
and Mr E. W. Curtis, has the option of buying of public transport — 
the general manager, is the car for £3,200, and especially at peak 
appealing to all ex- is asking for donations. 
trainees and supporters “We are confident 
to send financial help. driving should be a part 


MORANTS : 


MOTORS LTD 


134 LONDON ROAD, DUNTON GREEN, KENT 


SPECIALISTS 


in the supply of personnel carriers and 
ambulances for the disabled 


periods getting to and 
from work,’ says Mr 
Curtis. 


PHOTO BY COURTESY OF DORMOBILE LTD 


CONTACT US 


(Ask for Mr Aldridge or Mr Harris) for full 
details of your vehicle requirements 


PHONE cre’ (073273) 382 


6 Hang on! Members of the expedition make a rapid descent in the life raft. 


eat adventure expedition 


e Peter Tucker going down the rapids under the watchful eye of Piernib 


AUGUST 199 
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Dabout, one of the French kayakists taking part in Kayak France 82. jf 


Rivers an 


fulfilled 


a novel 
ambition 


EVERYONE is_ sup- 
posed to have a novel 
inside them, but very 
few go as far as Ray- 
mond Bunce in bring- 
ing it out. 


For 10 months Ray- 
mond, aged 29, who is 
spastic and confined to a 
wheelchair, typed away 
using only one _ finger, 
determined that his literary 
ambition should be ful- 
filled. 

Using a specially con- 
verted typewriter with a 
guard, to ensure he would 
only hit one key at a time, 
Raymond worked on. 

Such was his belief in 
his own brainchild that he 
ignored the frustrations 
and disappointments of 
publishers rejection slips 
and had his novel “Web- 
ster’s Retreat,’ published 
privately. 

Already 120 of the 200 
copies he had _ printed 
have been sold. 

“T will not, as many TV 
commercials do when re- 
viewing a book or a film, 
claim that your life will 
never be the same after 
reading this book,’ says 
Raymond, “but if only one 
person enjoys reading it 
then the 10 months of one- 
fingered typing will have 
been worth it! 

“Personally, the success 
of this book lies not in the 
fact it was published, but 
in the fact that it was ever 
written. I would like to 
dedicate the book to my 
mother, the one person 
who always believed in me 
even when I sometimes 
doubted myself.” 


Raymond lives with his 
wife Jill at 16 Arnaud 
Close, Buckland, Ports- 
mouth, and copies of his 
book, which has much in 
common with those good 
old-fashioned love stories, 
can be obtained from him 
at a cost of £3 plus postage 
and packing. 


Kayak ’82 


BACK from proving 
that they can paddle 
their own canoe are 
the six disabled mem- 
bers of the Kayak 
France 82 expedition. 

The expedition, organ- 
ised by Churchtown Farm, 
The Spastics Society’s 
Field Studies Centre in 
Comwall to give’ six 
physically handicapped 
kayakists their first chance 
to try their skill on some of 
the famous rivers of South 
West France, was a notable 
success. 

The 15-strong expedition 
also included six able 
bodied kyakists and an in- 
flatable life raft. 

If, for the participants, 
the white water canoeing 
on the River Ariege was 
the major thrill, the expe- 
dition also achieved some- 
thing more significant. 

“We were definitely try- 
ing to show something to 


CHARITY is beginning 
at home for the 
country landowners of 
Britain. 

A day out in the country 
for disabled people’ is 
becoming increasingly pos- 
sible thanks to the efforts 
of the Country Land- 
owners’ Association. 

The charitable trust 
members set up in 1980 to 
provide physically handi- 
capped people with access 


to the countryside is financ- 


ing an ever - increasing ° 
number of countryside 
delights. 

Grants 


Last year £20,000 was 
spent to improve facilities 
and the Trust is, according 
to its Director, Major Ken- 
neth Smith, hoping to in- 
crease the annual amount 
spent in grants to £150,000. 

The schemes so far 
financed include:— 


@ At Mentmere a nature 


the outside world,” says ii 
Paul Vander-Molen, one of 
the expedition organisers, {f 
“The most important! 
thing we achieved was 4/4 
strong team integration, a! 
complete breakdown of the ! 
normal handicapped oj 
non-handicapped barrier, 4 


“We proved beyond all} 
doubt that with organisa an 
tion and help from a few f 
people it is possible to form 9 
a team which includes six | 
(possibly more) handi | 
capped people, and kayak 
on the most testing waters | 
most of the team had ever | 
seen.’ 


While all the disabled , 
members of the expedition y 
were experienced kayakists, 
the overall lesson is quite | 
clear: kayaking is an ideal | 
sport for people who do | 
not have the full use of 
their legs, and even for | 
those who can only use one 
arnt. oh 


| 
Special kayaks, calle 


| 


trail for 
complete with braille si 
posts and tape recorded: 
descriptions of the suf 
roundings. o 


@Overlooking the Solent, 
a bird hide for keen orl 
thologists, complete witi 
special toilet for the dis 
abled. ; 
@ Recreational facilities at 
a self-catering farm holiday” 
centre in Cardiganshire. 

@ Ramps to provide 
access to the Museum For 
Rural Life in Suffolk. 
@ Renovation of campsil 
huts for the disabled at! 
Benedictine Abbey # 
Sussex. n 
®@ Loos for the disabled at 
a Pick Your Own Fiuil 
Farm in Sussex. 

The Trust also has a 
educational aspect and nob 
only funds horticultural 
training for mentally 
handicapped people but 
runs competitions among 
schools. ug 


Financed by donations 
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“caranoes,” designed to 
provide easier access and 
xtra stability were used by 
the disabled, while a 
special paddle was con- 
structed to allow paddling 
with one arm only. 


The team also carried 
put two research projects 
vith the aid of a qualified 
se, paramedic and 
ologists attached to the 
dition. 

One project involved 
recording human physio- 
li logical data in field con- 
ditions; the other consisted 
of a biological investigation 
of the rivers. 

Summing up the signifi- 
tance of the expedition for 
disabled people, Paul 
i} Vander-Molen said: “This 
Might open the door for 
ther people who are think- 
of setting up kyaking 
iShools for handicapped 
people, and will also show 
fo handicapped people that 
le sport does exist and 


hu} 


| 
i 


# 70m members of the 
| Country Landowners Asso- 
lation, the Trust adver- 
ye “Ses for suitable projects to 
‘Support through the maga- 
4 ne Country Landowner. 
4 80 far, however, about 
Mtalf of the schemes sup- 
)Ported have been initiated 
BY SY individuals who are not 
Members of the Associa- 


10n, 


Inspired 

The idea for the Trust 
hated with the Asso- 
ation’s legal adviser 
lichael Gregory who was 


Kmbers about problems 
Yolved in private schemes 
“Y were interested in 
Toducing. 
‘part from the access 
jects directly resulting 
*M the formation of the 
ost, many individual 
™ Owners have been 
Mired to finance their 
efforts to cater for the 
Wing modern hunger to 
*"Y the countryside. 


® Susan Wiley and Instruc 


frequently asked by - 


rapids for 
explorers 


that they can take part.” 


The six disabled mem- 
bers of Kyak France °82 
were: 


@ Mike Riches, aged 31, 
from Truro, who is 
hemiplegic, dystexic and 
suffers from severe 
spasms in his right arm. 


@ Peter Dennis, aged 22, 
from Bere Alston, who 
walks with an awkward 
gait and has a deformed 
right hand. 

@ Peter Tucker, aged 16, 
from Plymouth, who 
has spina bifida. 

@ Susan Wiley, aged 20 ,of 
St Austel, who suffered 
brain damage due to a 
road accident. 

@ Ian Brewster, 
of Plymouth, who has 
spina bifida, hydro- 
cephalus and uses elbow 
crutches. 

@ Robert Jones, aged 21, 
of Plymouth, but born in 
Cardiff, who is spastic. 


aged 16, 


THE sun shone on a 
unique occasion in the 
Dorset countryside when 
more than 130 physically 
and mentally handicapped 
people attended the open- 
ing of special boating and 
fishing facilities at Colonel 
and Mrs Ian Stanford’s 
Lower Farm, Cheddington. 


ndowners weic 


tor John Walker negotiate rapids on the River 


Fancy an 


Irish 
holiday ? 


IF you’ve never been 
across the sea to Ireland 
because of a _ handicap 
there is a new holiday deal 
on offer. 

Sealink is offering a 
travel and accommodation 
package in Ireland especi- 
ally for the disabled. 

The holidays are based 
on a car ferry crossing and 
six nights in a choice of 


hotels, all of which are . 


equipped to cater for dis- 
abled people, and all of 
which have been inspected 
by an occupational 
therapist. 

The hotels are in Dublin, 
Galway, Limerick, Killarney, 
Ennis, Navan and Dun 
Laoghaire. 

Prices range from £122 per 
person at the summer peak 
to £91 per person during the 
period October to December. 
This includes bed and break- 
fast and the ferry crossing. 

A special brochure is 
available from travel agents 
giving information such as 
the width of doorways 


Young and ok 
part in the fishing, boating, 
riding and tractor rides. 
One of the older visitors 
landed a brace of trout 
from his wheelchair and a 
good time was had by all 
even the two people who 
fell into the lake! 

The opening ceremony 


——____. 


1e disables 


© lan Barton trying out the special paddle designed to enable disabled 
people to kayak with one arm. 


[Pictures by Adam Greene 


The children who 
need a Task Force 


A plea from Tim Yeo 


ONE does not have to be 
an opponent of the Falk- 
land Islands exercise to 
question why vast financial 
and other resources have 
been allocated in defence 
of a principle, and for the 
benefit of a tiny population 
in the South Atlantic, when 
similar principles are dis- 


regarded for want of 
money. 

A fraction of the money 
used in the Falklands 
could bring about many 
alternative benefits. There 
are, for example, 2,600 


children under the age of 


was performed by Suffolk 


landowner Mr Roger Paul, 
standing in a cart drawn by 
Colonel Stanford’s _ six- 
year-old Suffolk Punch 
Mr Paul is Chairman of 
the Country Landowners’ 
Association Charitable 
Trust, which grant aided 
the project. 


16 who are living in long- 
stay subnormality hospi- 
tals. 

Some will argue that it 
is utterly absurd to draw a 
comparison _ between 
defending the Falkland 
Islands and giving a small 
group of mentally handi- 
capped children a proper 
chance in life. The prin- 
ciples involved in the two 
instances are, however, 
remarkably similar. Men- 
tally handicapped children 
may be a forgetten group 
in our society, but how 
many people in Britain 
could locate the Falkland 
Islands on a map before 
the end of March 1982, let 
alone identify accurately 
the total population 

Just as the Falkland 
Islanders now have a 
slightly greater ability to 
determine their own future, 
so would these mentally 
handicapped children enjoy 
a similar increased ability 
if they were brought out of 
long-stay hospitals into 
smaller units. Hence the 
first principle which the 
Falklands operation suc- 
cessfully upheld thus has a 
parallel in the case of the 
children. 

What about the more 
difficult question of 
whether the important 
principle of resisting armed 
aggression has any counter- 
part? I believe that it does. 
One of the most acid tests 
which can be applied to 
judge the humanity and 
the morality of society is 
the way in which the mast 
disadvantaged groups are 
treated. There can be few 
more disadvantaged and 
defenceless groups than 
mentally handicapped cii!- 
dren. 

In the case of the men- 
tally handicapped children 
who remain in_ hospital, 


an unsuitable 


however, our record is less 
credit worthy. Both cen- 
tral Government and 
regional and district health 
authorities have already 
recognised that hospital is 
environ- 
ment .for mentally handi- 
capped children, and this 
recognition is reflected in 
the fact that virtually no 
children are now being 
admitted to hospital on 
grounds of mental handi- 
cap. Yet the relatively 
small sum of moncy 
needed to bring these chil- 
dren out is apparently not 
available. By leaving these 
children without their con- 
sent in an environment 
recognised as unsuitable, 
are we not doing precisely 
what we bravely refused to 
do: toathe » Pad kia nid 
Islanders? 

Is it not just as import- 
ant to uphold the virtues 
of - decency, humanity, 
morality at home, in the 
manner in which we treat 
our mentally handicappe 
young people, as it is to 
defend the principle cf 
resisting armed aggression 
abroad? 

The pressure of time and 
events at the beginning of 
April may have left litile 
chance for the question to 
be publicly asked: If°£500 
millions are to be spent and 
lives risked in defence of 
a principle and for the 
benefit of a tiny propor- 
tion of our population, is 
this the most important 
objective? It must, how- 
ever, be assumed that the 
inner Cabinet asked itself 
that question and answered 
— as many people in Bri- 
tain, including myself, 
would — in the affirma- 
tive. 

But now we must. hope 
the Government will defend 
minorities at home. 


i 
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Slump hits charities 
—and the Society slips 
down donations table 


THE charitable impulse 
in Britain is on the 
wane, and The Spastics 
Society is losing 
ground to other big 
charities. 


Only five years ago 
there were just four 
charities which re- 
ceived a larger total 
of voluntary donations 
than the Society. 


Last year, according 
to the latest statistics 
of the Charities Aid 
Foundation, The Spas- 
tics Society had 
dropped to 13th in the 
league table. 

The total voluntary in- 
come received by the top 
200 charities last year was 
£329,059,000. 

This staggering figure, 
however, reflects a dis- 
turbing trend, for in real 


values the donations 
declined by 11 per cent 
compared to a six per cent 
increase the previous year. 

“It could be that we are 
only just beginning to per- 
ceive the full effects of 
economic decline upon 
voluntary giving,” says Dr 
Judith Unell in her intro- 
duction to the Charity Aid 
Foundation statistics. 

Income from covenants 
is falling even more rapidly 
and the top 200 charities 
suffered a decline of 34 per 
cent in real terms last 
year. 

These figures must be 
seen against a background 
of continuing Government 
cuts in the health educa- 
tion and social services, 
the areas into which the 
greatest proportion of 
charity income is directed. 

The Government argues 
that reductions in statutory 
services stimulates an 
expansion in charitable 
and voluntary efforts. 


The Top Twenty 


The Top Twenty most popular charities with the 


public are: 


1. Oxtam abe Se 


2. Cancer Research Campaign a 
Imperial Cancer Research Fund 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution 11,942,000 


. 


Dr. Barnardos Pes 
Salvation Army _... 
National Trust 5s 


CHNIAM RW 


British Red Cross ... 
10. Help The Aged 
11. Christian Aid : 


12. Royal National Institute for the 


Blind = bie 
13. The Spastics Society 


14. Marie. Curie: Memorial Foundation 


15. NSPCC a sad 
16. Royal British Legion 
17. RSPCA e. ia 
18. Action Aid ... * 


19. Guide Dogs For The Blind... 
20. British Heart Foundation ... ae 


Rifton 


Save The Children Fund : : : 


Total voluntary 

income 1981 

£ 

Are 13,268,000 

12,886,000 

12,704,000 
Sts ‘ 11,415,000 
10,475,000 
10,217,000 
ts 9,771,000 
ees 8,373,000 
7,899,000 
8,072,000 


7,561,000 
7,416,000 
5,600,000 
ore “aa 5,421,000 
eae Sis 5,255,000 

one 5,126,000 

tke 5,022,000 
4,933,000 
4,812,000 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE HANDICAPPED 


for Children 


SSS 


A wide variety of equipment for the handicapped child. 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free. 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 50k — phone 0580 880626 
Made by Community Playthings 


These latest statistics, 
however, tend to confirm 
the view that charities 
cannot escape the adverse 
effects of public expendi- 
ture cuts. 


In addition, many chari- 
ties are arguing that the 
entire positive effects of 
tax concessions granted in 
recent Budgets are being 
wiped out by the Govyern- 
ment’s continuing refusal 
to exempt charities from 
VAT. 

“Tt is difficult to resist 
the conclusion that chari- 
ties are now beginning to 
experience harsh effects 
from the current economic 
recession,” says Dr Unell. 

“There is little evidence 


that there is any firm 
financial basis for an 
expansion of charitable 


and voluntary effort. Dona- 
tions from grant making 
trusts and from corporate 
donors have both suffered 
a marked decline in the 
latest year for which 
figures are available. 

“The voluntary income 
of grant seeking charities 
has also declined, although 
less severely, and the total 
income of this last group 
has remained at a stand- 
still.” 

If the public are giving 


THE Spastics Society’s new 
Director of Regions is Mrs 
Anne Hithersay. 

She takes over on Sep- 
tember 1 from Michael 
Brophy, who is leaving to 
become Director of the 
Charities Aid Foundation. 

Anne’s progress within 
the Society has been rapid 
since she joined head- 
quarters in 1976 as Secre- 
tary to Bill Hargreaves, 
Head of Recreational Ser- 
vices. 

After three years with 
Bill, as Administrative 
Assistant and Holiday 


less, however, they are still 
giving to the causes they 
usually respond to. Almost 
one third of the total 
voluntary income went to 
charities in the medicine 
and health fields with one 
disease, cancer, attracting 
nearly £40 million. 

The second major sector 
attracting public charitable 
support is the field of 
general welfare, including 
children, which consumed 
more than £75 million last 
year. 

Following on were inter- 
national aid (£65 million), 
Animal Protection (£20m), 
Religious and Missionary 
work (£20m), The Old 
(£18m), Protectio of the 
Environment (£15m), 
Youth Organisations 
(£5m), and Arts and Edu- 
cation (£2m). 

Apart from individual 
donations, charities receive 
a substantial amount from 
companies for whom 
charitable giving is a pub- 
licity aid as well as a cor- 
porate virtue. 

The top ten corporate 
givers are all familiar 
names: Barclays Bank, BP, 
Nat West Bank, Marks and 
Spencer, Shell, Midland 
Bank, ICI, Unilever, Distil- 
lers Co, and Lloyds Bank. 


‘Able to Help’ scheme la 


Anne is new Director of Regions 


Officer, she moved on to 
become Regions Co-ordina- 
tor and was a member of 
Committee 
set up by the Executive 
recommend 
ways of improving com- 
between the 
Society and the 


the Stephens 
Council to 
munication 


central 
regions. 


Anne believes that there 
is still a lot to be done in 


improving the  relation- 
ship between the profes- 
sional and centralistd 
headquarters and _ the 
volunteer and scattered 
regions. 
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SOCIETY’S REACTION: — 
Gloom? No, we're 
on the up and up! 


THERE was no complacency at The Spastics Society 
over the report of Charities Aid Foundation — but 
certainly no real concern either. While the Society may _ 
have slipped down the “league table” for the year — 
reviewed, the accounts for the year 1981-82, due to be — 
published with the Annual Report in September, show i 


that the Society had a record income. And most import. — 
ant, Director Tim Yeo told Spastics News, “the Accounts 


disclose that we have beaten inflation by a comfortable % 


margin.” 

He declared, too, that the drop from 5th in 1978, to 
13th place, was a little misleading, as in the years 1976 
to 1977 the Society was at 9th place in the “league,” so 
the fall was not as dramatic at it seemed. Most important 
of all, if the league table was based on total income, 
rather than purely voluntary donations, the Society 
would be at 4th position. 

Both Mr Yeo and Marketing Director Andrew Ross 
made the point that many of the charities ahead of the 
Society in the table had seen a dramatic growth in their 
legacy incomes over the period 1978/81. This was 
obviously important and the Society was carrying oui a 
careful analysis and development programme to increase 
its own legacy income. Indications were that this was 
succeeding but the results in income received would not — 
be seen until the year 1985-86. 

So — income for the year 1981-82 at record levels; 
total income in 4th position, and high hopes for even q 
more success in the future — certainly no gloom at The 
Spastics Society’s HQ. “We are more than optimistic 
for the future,” said Tim Yeo. 


A boat, specially built for PLYMOUTH Scouts’ were 
the disabled, was presented | Prepared when the city’s 
Spastic Association Horse | 


by novelist Hammond Innes 
to Stamford Spastics Sociiety 
during an Open Day at Rut- 
land Water, designed to 
show the facilities provided 
for the disabled. The boat 
was a gift from the Anglian 
Water Authority. 


Show and fete became a vic- 
tim of the Falklands war, 
The marquees due to be bor- 
rowed -for the show went 
down with the Atlantic Con- 
veyor, sunk during the ~ 
crisis, and the Scouts — 
provided substitute tents. — 


unched 


BERNARD Brett, who 
despite being severely dis- 
abled, contributes a great 
deal to The Spastics Society — 
through his voluntary 
work, pictured with Tim — 
Yeo, the Society’s Director _ 
(right), and John Welsh, 
a Community Service — 
Volunteer at the launch 
of the “Able To Help” 

scheme which the Society 
and CSV, the joint organ- 

isers, hope will enable dis- 
abled people to make 4 
major contribution to the — 
community by volunteer 
ing to work in such places — 
as prisons, borstals and — 
children’s homes. pe 


Pie 
THE Manchester Alliance — 
for Community Care has — 
been set up to support “the 
right of people in Manches 
ter who are disabled by 28% 
or by physical or mental — 
impairment, to live and pal — 
ticipate in the community.” — 
Among the seven sponsoring 
organisations is The Spastics — 
Society (NW). ie 
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There is still a con-  Society’s affairs, on te 
siderable lack of confi- volunteer side. st 
dence,” she “says. .<‘The “Young cerebral palsie# 
groups must be made ~ P&P lc have bean 


1 
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the educational syst 
which has prepared tie 
for a degree of indepe 
ence they will find haré © 
realise. They must 
given a greater voice 
determining the way 
Society goes.” 


aware again of all the 
ways the Society can heip 
them and why affiliation io 
the Society is worthwhile. 

“The Society must be 
made aware of what. is 
being done, of the range 
and quality of the services 
already provided.” 

Mrs Hithersay also 
believes that there should 
be more involvement by 
young people in the 


mother of six child pe 
ranging in age from twit 
aged 184 to 25. uf 

Bon voyage Michaci 
congratulations Anne. 


a 
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_ chronicle — of 
_ patience, 


mespecch, 


THE doctors and medi- 
cal experts told Dinah 
Walker emphatically 
that it couldn’t be 
done. 

To bring up one spas- 
tic child was difficult; 
to look after three was 
impossible. She and her 
husband Jonathan dis- 
agreed. 


In November they cele- 
brate their golden wedding 


and sharing the occasion 


with them will be all five 
of their children, including 
the three spastic people 
who are still at home with 
their parents, the living 
proof that the impossible 
can be achieved. 


The story of how Mr 
and Mrs Walker beat the 
odds is a  remarkablc 
courage, 
endurance and 
love. Some of the methods 
they devised to bring nor- 
mality into the lives of 
their disabled children 
are now being practised by 
fashionable doctors and 
avante garde clinics. 


No help 


Yet, when they set out 
on their arduous adven- 
ture in creating a happy 
family out of a triple 
affliction, cerebral palsy 
wasn’t even recognised as 
a handicap, there was no 
advice and no help avail- 
able. 

I saw for myself the 
fruits of Mr and Mrs 
Walker’s self - sacrifice 
when, in the garden of 
their home in Fulwood, 
Preston, I met Mary, aged 
47. Jon, aged 45, and 
Ronnie, aged 35. 

All three have sunny 
dispositions, can look after 
themselves to a substantial 
degree, are articulate in 
spite of difficulties of 
and obviously 
Yelish being part ofa 
family to which fun and 
happiness are no strangers, 


in spite of the hardships 
_ of the past. 


Yet the path which led 
_to this family feeling was 
a harsh and painful one 
~ which neither Dinah nor 
Jonathan had any  sus- 


_ Picion of when they met in 
_ Southport, 


where he 
_Worked as a fishmonger 


and she was a trainee cook. 


Their first daughter 


- Vera, was a perfectly nor- 
_ Mal healthy baby, as was 
their third child Diane, 


but when Mary arrived her 


Mother knew straight away 


that something was wrong. 
With the innate com- 


Are they 
the most 
devoted 
parents 
Britain ? 


mon sense of a Northerner, 
born in Gateshead, Dinah 
knew that the doctor was 
wrong when he told her 
that Mary was merely a 
slow developer. 


In those pre-war days 
cerebral palsy was a-con- 
dition still to be discovered 
and the medical profession 
had only one recommenda- 
tion for what they regarded 
as mental handicap. 

“Right from the begin- 
ning I pestered the doctors 
and said there was some- 


thing wrong,’ recalls 
Dinah. 
é 7 
Siow 
“They said she was 


just slow. Where can I 
go? Who. can help? I 
asked. No answers came. I 
went around hospitals and 
doctors for eight years to 
try and find out including 
the Great Ormond Street 
Hospital in London. 


“None of them had any 
idea what to do. In those 
days they just wanted to 
put children in institu- 
tions.” 

The crisis came when 
Dinah went to see her 
own GP who told her that 
her three spastic children 
were too much for her, 
that she couldn’t possibly 
bring them up on her own, 
and that they would have 
to go into a special institu- 
tion. 

“IT said, “Over my dead 
body’ and never spoke to 
him for weeks. For a long 
time after that I couldn't 
even look at him.” 

Realising that they were 
now on their own, and 
armed only with their own 
determination to succeed, 
they set out on the 
lengthy and arduous task 
of bringing up three spastic 
children. 

The methods they de- 
vised to do so were often 
ingenious, often before 
their time but always in- 
volved hours of _ selfless 
dedication. 

They went to see a 
private masseur, and on 
his advice spent three 
hours every day thereafter 
massaging the limbs and 
muscles of their three 
children. 

“We used to toss them 
in a blanket when they 
were babies to get them 
moving,” said Mr Walker. 
“We spent hours between 
us just tossing them in a 
blanket.” 

Mary couldn’t speak as 
a child, but they taught her 
to communicate. If a piece 
of paper fell out of the fire, 
for example, she would 
clap her hands. 


©THE Walker Family ron left to S HBnEY Mr 
Dinah Walker. 


They taught Jon to ride 
a bike tying his feet to the 
pedals of a tricycle, then 
taking him out into the 
street and showing him 
how to pedal by turning 


the pedals for him by hand. 
Gradually they taught bim 
to pedal for himself, by 


untying, first one foot, 
then the other. 

At the end Jon was so 
proficient he would cycle 
up to the bus stop, be 
helped onto the bus by the 
conductor, leaving his bike 
parked at the stop, and 
go for a day out to Lea, 
returning to pick up his 
bike later. 

The children were en- 
couraged to stand by being 
literally held upright for 
20 minutes at a time by 
both Dinah and Jonathan. 

All the time they were 
inculcating into the child- 
ren a desire for self reli- 
ance. Mary was given a 
pram to push up and down 
the street, Jon held onto 
his father’s belt to practice 
walking. 


Audience 


On one occasion one of 


the Walker teaching 
methods attracted an 
audience. 


“On holiday in Black- 
pool,” Dinah remembers, 
“we had a long rope, 15 
feet long and, as Mary had 
no balance, we went on 
the sands where it was 
softer if she fell. She held 
onto one end of the rope; 
I held the other to catch 
her in case she fell. 

“We also looked for a 
deserted part of the beach 
and we had been going for 
about half an hour when 
Mary stopped and_ said: 
‘Look!’ On the promenade 
behind us a crowd had 
gathered and was watching 
Hs; 

The children responded 
to the exhortation § in 
various ways. Mary as a 
child used to turn the skip- 
ping rope for the two little 
girls next door; Ronnie 
took to the water and 
became a very good swim- 
mer. 

Having been told that 
the children were un- 
educable Mr and Mrs 


Walker bought the “Janet 
and John” books and hired 
a private teacher, but, 
without the backing of the 
state education system, 
didn’t suceed in teaching 
them to read or write. 
With counting, however, 
they devised another 


ingenious method which 
proved successful. 

“We played dominoes 
with them to teach them 
to count,’ said Mr Walker. 
Ronnie remains to this day 
a skilful and formidable 
opponent at dominoes. 

Not all, of course, was 
reason and light and in one 
case a loss of temper 
proved helpful. 

“With Mary I had to 
teach her to feed herself 
for two years,” says Dinah 
Walker. “One dinner time 
I suddenly lost patience 
and said ‘blow you, if you 
don't feed yourself you can 
go hungry,’ and flung the 
spoon down. 

“When I returned a few 
minutes later, she was 
spooning the food in as if 
she had always done it.” 

The Walkers never tired 
of their task but inevitably 
it took a heavy toll, al- 
though it is difficult to 
squeeze a complaint out of 
either Dinah or Jonathan. 

He does admit that at 
times the sheer economic 
pressures were heavy, and 
in his job with the local 
Electricity Board there was 
only one way to meet 


them. 
‘Tight’ 


“It was a tight do,” 
he says with typical Lan- 
castrian understatement. 
“I spent many, many hours 
working overtime, often 
60 or 70 hours work in a 
week.” 


Dinah even found time 
to become a founder mem- 
ber of the Preston Spastics 
Association and remains to 
this day a member of the 
Executive Council. Jona- 
than used to spend his 
spare time in repairing The 
Spastics Society collect- 
ing dolls, while young 
Jonathan is a regular Flag 
Day collector. 

It was difficult in those 
early days as, recalls 


Jonathan Walker, Jon, 


Dinah, “people didn’t 
know what spastics were. 
They used to call them 
“Plastics’.”” 

Dinah, who is 71 (her 
husband is 75) admits that 
life is now a lot easier 
because her three spastics 
are capable of looking after 
themselves. 

She did express, how- 
ever, certain doubts about 
the pace of progress in the 
treatment of cerebral palsy. 

“We have a little spastic 
boy in the street, he is at 
the same stage that Mary 
was 47 years ago, and 
there is little more they can 
do for him that we could 
do for Mary, even after all 
those thousands of pounds 
have been spent.” 

When you ask Dinah 
how she did it, she shrugs 
her shoulders and replies: 
“T don’t know, I just did. 
I would advise anyone in 
the same position to treat 
their children as if they can 
do everything. Show them 
how to do things and make 
them want to do them.” 

She is not given to any 
sentimental utterances 
about the joy and beauty 


Mary, Ronnie and Mrs 


of suffering, but she. sur- 
prises herself when she 
recalls things, long for- 
gotten which she had to do 
for her children. 

“We are all a happy lot 
and I wouldn’t like to be 
without them. We’ve had 
some fun.” And _ that’s 
about as much philosophy 
of life as you will get out 
of a down-to-earth Geordie 


Lancastrian like Dinah 
Walker. 
Nevertheless she  ob- 


viously harbours a quiet 
pride at proving the medi- 
cal profession wrong. 

Mary and Jon attend 
a work centre where they 
are currently employed 
packing Christmas cards, 
while Ronnie is proud of 
his ability to do the shop- 
ping and the washing up. 

“They said there was 
nothing we or the children 
could do,” says Dinah with 
satisfaction. “I have proved 
them wrong.” 


Story by 
Ken Cooper 


Vessa Adjustable 


Crutch 


Designed from a concept put forward 
by a crutch user, Vessa has developed 


a unique telescopic elbow crutch. 
This makes stairways, steps and 
difficult inclines far less of a 
problem and getting into and 
out of a seat much easier, 
Adjusted for height by a 

simple finger-tip control, the 
new crutch also incorporates 
a double action safety 
mechanism to prevent 
unexpected adjustment 
when weight bearing. 


Height adjustment lever 


Double action safety 
catch 


Telescopic plunger 4 
Prices from £33.35 SH 


per pair (plus p & p, 
VAT where applicable). 


Please send me full details 


Vessa | about Vessa adjustable crutches os , 


Name 
Address 


Vessa Limited is part of the 
Intermed Group, suppliers of 
guality health-care products 
worldwide. 
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Vessa Limited, FREEPOST, Paper Mill Lane, 
Alton, Hampshire GU34 2PY. Tel: (0420) 83294. 
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Briefing... 
Shape of things 


to come at 
Distech ’82 


THE way modern tech- 
nology can help the dis- 
abled is the theme of the 
Distech ’82 conference and 
exhibition to be held in 


Brighton from September 
21-24. 

Following the success of 
Distech °81, the first con- 
ference concerned exciu- 
sively with new technology 
and its application for the 
disabled, the Spastics 
Society has organised the 
second conference to be 
held in the Brighton Con- 
ference Centre. 


Themes 


The main themes of the 
conference will be mobility 
and transportation, with 
special reference to public 
transport, communication 
and learning, including 
play, and aids to daily 
living. 

A full programme of 
papers delivered by expert 
speakers from abroad will 
be backed up by practical 
‘demonstrations of hard- 
ware, specialised seminars, 
a book centre and a daily 
film programme. 

An exhibition relevant 
to the field of technology 
and disability will form an 
integral part of the con- 
ference. 

The cost of taking part 
in Distech *82 is £45, for 


Motoring 


WITH petrol going up 9p 
a gallon and my _ local 
garage increasing service 
costs by 15 per cent, the 
time has come to look at 
the ultimate in economy 
cars — the Austin Metro 
1.3 automatic. This is the 
only model available fitted 
with an automatic gearbox, 
which makes my job easier, 
but does mean the 1100cc 
models or the performance 
of the new MG are not 
available to the disabled 
driver. 

The first thing you 
notice about any Metro is 
the paint finish which is 
excellent, and this, with 
the large flat areas of 
bodywork, gives an over- 
all pleasing appearance, 
which should be easy to 
keep clean even from a 
a wheelchair. Inside the 
car has been designed to 
give maximum space in 
the front with large seats 
which are contoured to 
just the right amount to 
hold you in position, but 
not too deep to make get- 
ting in and out a moun- 
taineering expedition. The 
headrests are standard on 
the automatic but are made 
of a hard plastic. Unlike 
Fords a soft pad is not 
available in the list of 
extras, so they are more for 
appearance than use, but 
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a single day, including 
coffee and lunch, or £150 
for the whole conference, 
including all meals and 
single room accommoda- 
tion at Sussex University. 
A Pre-Distech Study tour 
is also available at Castle 
Priory College which is 
situated on the Thames 
near Oxford. The tour, 
which begins on September 
13, combines lectures and 
discussions on special 


education with visits to 
centres of interest. 


THE unemployment rate 
for registered disabled 
people is currently 16 per 
cent compared with an 
overall level of 12 per cent. 
The disabled in jobs are to 
be found doing the least 
desirable, least well paid 
and least skilled jobs. Very 
few employers in either the 
public or private sector 
meet the three per cent 
employment quota for dis- 
abled people. 

These dismal facts are 
taken from a new booklet, 
“Disability is no Handi- 
cap,” produced by Britain’s 
biggest public service 
union, the National and 
Local Government Officers 


at least they do not get in 

the way when reversing. 
The car is comparatively 

low to the ground and with 


a door width of 39in 
should be ideal for those 
drivers wearing calipers, 
or who have trouble bend- 
ing their knees, but be- 
cause of its body design 
the door sill forms part 
of the strength. Therefore, 
at 16in it is high for a car 
of this size and fairly deep 
inside, which will probably 
result in a lot of kicked 
paint, but a strategically 
placed rubber mat should 
solve this problem. This 
means, however, the rest of 
floor is flat and with a nar- 
row dashboard means a 
lot of clear space, with the 
front passenger seat re- 
moved, quite adequate for 


a folded wheelchair. 
Access to the rear seats 
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on books, aids, holidays, services, ‘ | 
to help you and your family 


Association (Nalgo). The 


publication, prepared as a 
follow up to the Inter- 
national Year of the Dis- 
abled, is a guide for Nalgo 
branches to help in the 
negotiation of equal oppor- 
tunities policies for the dis- 
abled. 
any trade union has. pub- 
lished such advice. The 32- 
page booklet has sections 
dealing with many aspects 
of employment for the dis- 
abled. 


To help NALGO branches 
in the negotiation of- equal 
opportunities policies for the 
disabled, the book . makes 
recommendations for  posi- 
tive action. It wants tougher 
monitoring of the quota sys- 


It is the first time © 


Union advice on jobs 


tem and more severe penal- 
ties for non compliance by 
employers. To encourage 
positively the disabled into 
employment, the appoint- 
ment of a person with this 
responsibility is seen as an 


important priority. 

Details of all vacancies 
should be notified to the 
Disablement Resettlement 


Officer and Careers Officers. 

As a positive contribution, 
the booklet has been printed 
in type larger than usual so 
as not to exclude those with 
poor sight. (Disability is no 
Handicap is being sent to 
all NALGO branches. Mem- 
bers of the public may 
obtain copies from NALGO 
Press Office, 1 Mabledon 
Place, London WC1H 9AJ. 
Please send sae, 15 x 22cms). 


by John Byworth 
The ultimate in economy 


is restricted but once instal- 
led, the seats are fairly com- 
fortable, they also have the 
advantage of folding down 
separately making the car 
extremely flexible at holiday 
times. The rear door lifts 
easily, giving access to a 
small boot, which does have 
a cover — a good deterrent 
to casual thieves. The cover 
and seat assembly fold with- 
out having to climb inside 
the car and with an 
unrestricted space of 36in x 
36in and a low sill of 26in 
from the ground, it is ideal 
for a wheelchair. Even the 
Elan electric wheelchair will 
fit without effort (folded). 


On the road the car is 
quiet, smooth and although 
not terribly fast, it reached 
70 mph without drama, and 
cruised effortlessly with very 
little wind noise. The driving 
position will be very familiar 
to Mini drivers with an 
upright high steering wheel 


' which is connected to very 


responsive steering, ideal for 
town driving. In fact, the 
overall handling for a car 
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with a small wheelbase was 
perfect, even over badly 
maintained back streets or 
tight country bends. 

All the switches are large 
and easily located from the 
driving position, although I 
thought a manual choke on 
an automatic wasn’t a good 
idea. The instruments are 
basic but backed up by an 
impressive, and useful, indi- 
cator light arrangement. 

Under the bonnet all the 
level checks are easily acces- 
sible from a wheelchair, 
although the _ dipstick is 
located under the coil and 
obviously the first job for 
the new owner will be to 
re-locate the coil into a more 
sensible and less vulnerable 
position. 

Technical Information: 
1,300 cc ohv economy engine 
giving 60 bhp on four star 
petrol. A four-speed auto- 
matic gearbox with manual 
override facility. Accelerator 
/ brake hand _ controls, 
approx £133. Giving 47 mpg 
at 56 mph and 33.5 mpg on 
the urban cycle. The service 
interval is quoted as 12,000 
miles but I recommend once 
a year at least. 

The Metro is expensive for 
a small car at £4,993 on the 
road, but there is a 15 per 
cent mobility allowance and 
as an extremely popular car, 
the second-hand price 
remains high, giving a good 
resale value. 

My test car came from 
Kenning (London) Ltd 
(01-803 1488), where there is 
a salesman specially trained 
in car purchase for the disa- 
bled — Mr John Shaw — 
whom I found extremely 
helpful, 


Freedom) At last — 


of the 
road for 
Pauline 


PAULINE SHEMMANS 
received the freedom of the 
road from the Marquess of 
Hertford when she called 
at his stately home. 

Pauline, who has cere- 
bral palsy was the first per- 
son to take delivery of the 
unique new Elswick En- 
voy car which is driven 
from a wheelchair. 

To mark the occasion 
she was handed the keys 
by the Marquess at Ragley 
Hall, his ancestral home 
near Alcester, Warwicks. 

The automatic, wedge- 
shaped, fibreglass car en- 
ables disabled drivers to 
wheel themselves in and 
out of the car and drive it 
without having to leave the 


- wheelchair. 


Pauline, who had an ac- 
cident in her conventional 
three wheeled invalid car- 
riage said: “I have been. 
longing to enjoy motoring 
in a proper car and now I 
have the chance.” 

More than half the 
£7,400 cost of her car was 
raised by friends of Paul- 
ine, who works as a tele- 
phonist with Warwickshire 
County Council. 


Steam buffs 


take note 


A SPECIAL coach called 
Petros,’ which runs on 
the Kent and East Sussex 
steam railway and has been 
adapted for wheelchair 
users, contains a ramped 
entrance and double door, 
special loos, clamps for 10 
wheelchairs and moveable 
chairs and tables. 

There are tape record- 
ings for blind people, des- 
cribing the history of the 
railway and the country- 
side, while three wheel- 
chairs are available at the 
station for the use of Visi- 
tors. 


Ads and a AnOUneatnae & 


IS there a_ spastic girl 
aged 17-27 out there, 
willing to write to, and 
eventually meet spastic 
man, 27. I drive an adapted 
Mini, and lead a full social 
life. I love music and the 
cinema, and live in Mid- 
lands. 


If, so, write to me at 
Box Number 106. 


IF anyone is considering tak- 
ing a Ladbroke holiday this 
year, Merle Davies would like 
to hear from you. Merle has 
a £25 holiday voucher to give 
away and is interested in 
hearing from anyone who 
might like it. 

She can be contacted at 
The Spastics Society, 16 Fitz- 
roy Square, London WIP 
5HQ. Telephone: 01-387 9571. 


DISABLED people in Devon 
are being encouraged to take 
the plunge at the swimming 
pool at Great Torrington. 
Among the special facilities 
for disabled people are a 
changing room with toilet 
and shower and a lift into 
the pool. These facilities are 
available at all public admis- 
sion times) 
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—a taxi © 
for the | 
disabled — 


THE CR6 — likely re. 
placement for the black 
London Taxi — began its — 
first operational trials in ~~ 
ordinary working condi- | 
tions in July. 

The prototype taxi will 
be ‘on’ trial ~ in ~ Peter a4 
borough, Cambridgeshire, | 
for more than a year while 
its performance is moni- — 
tored by staff of the Trans- 
port Operations Research — 
Group of Newcastle Uni-_ 
versity. 

A major feature of the — 
new taxi is that it has been ~ 
designed with the needs of 
disabled people very much 
in mind. 

It carries a ramp to help 
wheelchair = bound  pas- 
sengers enter and leave the 
vehicle, and the basic 


Range Rover on which the 
taxi is based has been — 
adapted in a variety of 
ways to accommodate pas- 
sengers in their wheelchairs — 
alongside able-bodied pas- 
sengers. 

The prototype is owned 
by the Department of 
Transport, but during the 
trials it will operate as- 
part of the Peterborough 
Taxis fleet, earning its keep — 
in the same way as the rest 
of the fleet, with no special 
fare scales. ae 

Disabled people have 
often avoided taxi travel 
because of the inconyeni- 
ence, but organisations for 
disabled people in the 
Peterborough area are 
being urged to use the CR6 
as much as possible during 
the trials, so that the re- — 
searchers can learn about | 
possible changes which | 
might be needed in the 
final design of production 
models. 7 


WANTED, by family in 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire, 
Stairlift, with platform to 
take wheelchair. Please 


telephone Mrs _ Stewart, 
Regional Social Worker. 
Harrogate 501010. a 


THE Royal Association #8 
Disability and Rehabilitatiot 
is organising a one y 
seminar on transp 
developments and initiatt 
at the Tara Hotel, Wright® 
Lane, London W8, on Thurs 
day, October 14, 1982. The 
cost will be £17.50, inclusive 
of coffee, tea, lunch, the co™ 
ference proceedings. *”" 
further details and regist®” 
tion form contact: The 0 
ference Officer, RADAR, 
Mortimer Street, Londo™ 
WIN 8AB. Pe - 


A driving test with a differ 
ence is on offer at Bans 
Place Mobility Centre, 

stead, Surrey, part of 
Queen Elizabeth’s Fow 
tion for the Disabled. 4 
a one day assessment P: 
team of experts a report 
ability to drive safely 
to the disabled client ane 
GP, > a 
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JAMES BOND has 
gone to pot — strictly 
in the interests of 


Roger Moore, the screen 
personification of 007 also 


happens to be a member 


| 


x 


| 


a A 


of the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics, and he was 


‘given a licence to fill the 


starring role in the SKU/ 
SOS Appeal, currently 
underway. 

His face appeared on 55 
million Ski yoghurt pots, 


which featured the SOS 


Appeal and for every 10 
tops returned, Ski are 
donating 10p to the appeal. 

Throughout Britain, 
Spastics Society centres 


_and shops, schools, Scouts 


and volunteers have been 
collecting tops. 
On October 29 in the 


_ Europa Hotel, London, at 


a ball, which marks the 
culmination of the appeal, 
Roger Moore will receive 


of the pots 


a cheque from Ski, in ihe 
presence of Prince and 
Princess Michael of Kent. 

What figure will be on 
that cheque no one knows, 
but the harvest reaped 
from the yoghurt eaters of 
Britain will have been con- 
siderably augmented by the 
proceeds from a number of 
a number of events organ- 
ised by SOS and spon- 
sored by SKI. 

Over the past two years 
Ski have raised close io 
£250,000 for the Jimmy 
Savile Appeal for Stoke 
Mandeville, and this year’s 
appeal in aid of SOS is a 
continuation of the policy 
of helping worthwhile 
charities, 

The appeal was launched 
with two Press conferences, 

Then followed a succes- 


@ Danny la Rue in a new role as Magician’s assistant, 
‘pictured with John Wade the BBC’s magic man at the 
_ Wings and Wheels Day at Shepton Mallet. 


Dave’s marathon 
message — have 


DAVE HURST runs 
marathons carrying a 
dustbin on his back. 


When he ran in the re- 
cent Manchester Mara- 
thon admiring spectators 
threw £346 in loose change 
into his bin. 

‘Dave, a 28-year-old day 
care officer at Granville 
House, an adult centre for 
Spastics in Stockport, has 
already run four marathons 

“and is planning to run 
three more; in Edinburgh, 
Bristol and New York, 
along with his bin, which 
is standard Corporation 


issue, weighing 131bs. 
__ Yet before last year’s 


Manchester Charity Mara- 
‘thon, Dave, whose fayour- 


__ ite sport is judo, hadn’t run 
any race at all let alone 


4 marathon. 

His new interests grew 
Sut of an argument he had 
With his dustman, who 
Complained that Dave had 


‘™oved his dustbin further 


own his garden. 

_ “He asked me if I knew 
“hat dustmen walk 15 miles 
8 day carrying a bin,” said 
vave. “I told him I could 


— bin will travel 


walk 20 miles with a bin, 
and he challenged me to do 


it bb) 


Dave cviries the bin 
attached to a rucksack 
frame. 


Even so, he finished the 
Manchester marathon in a 
time of 4 hours 29 mins. 

His aim this year is to 
raise £20,000 towards pio- 
viding a new ambulance 
for the local Spastics Suc- 
iety, and new premises for 
the Stockport branch of 
MENCAP. 

Also running in the Man- 
chester Marathon was Jan 
Hildreth, a member of the 
Executive Council of The 
Spastics Society, and a for- 
mer Director General of 
the Institute of Directors. 

He completed the course 
in a highly creditable time 
of 3 hours 17 mins. 

The marathon, which 
was organised by Pica- 
dilly Radio, is expected to 
raise £50,000 for charity 
from a combination of the 
entry fees and individual 
sponsorship. 

From this total The Spas- 
tics Society is hoping to re- 
ceive about £10,000. 


sion of fund raising events 
in various parts of the 
country. 

Under 12 disco and 
bingo was organised as 
part of the Lewisham Car- 
nival in Burgess Park, 
London, with Capitol 
Radio disc jockeys in 
attendance. 

At Milton Keynes there 
was a Grand Water Rally 
on Tingwell Lake, attended 
by Dickie Henderson, 
Adrian Love, Roger 
Kitter and Sylvia Syms. 

The Wings and Wheels 
Day at Bath and West 
showground, Shepton Mal- 
Jett provided a family day 
out with exhibitions of vin- 
tage cars and aircraft, plus 
sideshows. SOS members 
took part in a magic show 
organised by John Wade, 
assisted by David Jacobs, 
Liz Crowther, Danny la- 
Rue, Adrian Love, Robert 


WORK going on in 
Northern Ireland on 
behalf of the handi- 
capped has star appeal. 


Both television __ per- 
sonality Leslie Crowther 
and Simon Groom, pre- 
senter of “Blue Peter” the 
BBC’s children’s __ pro- 
gramme, have been to see 
for themselves the good 
work being done by the 
Northern Ireland Council 
for Orthopaedic Develop- 
ment. 


Simon Groom went to 
| Belfast to open the Blue 
Peter Bungalow, at 30 
Upper Malone Road, one 
of four such homes built 
in Britain with money 
raised during the Blue 
Peter Appeal, which was 
administered by The 
Spastics Society. 

The bungalow’ which 
will be home for four 
adults with cerebral palsy 
and will enable them to 
live independent lives, was 
built, furnished and modi- 
fied with the help of the 


| 


Society. 
Leslie Crowther who 
Was appearing at the 


Grand Opera House in 
Belfast took the oppor- 
tunity to visit some of the 
facilities provided by 
NICOD which works in 
Ulster to improve services 
and facilities for those 
physically handicapped 
people, who, if they lived 
in England or Wales, 
would receive help from 
The Spastics Society. 

After visiting the Bal- 
moral Work Centre to see 
36 young people engaged 
in printing, duplicating and 
sub-contract work for local 


businesses, Crowther 
called at the Council’s 
advice and treatment 
centre, the “Blue Peter” 


bungalow and the Fleming 
Fulton School. 

The Northern Ireland 
Council is now pushing 
ahead with a new project 
to provide a_ residential 
hostel for severely handi- 
capped people. 

Talking about the pro- 
posed hostel at the Coun- 
cil’s annual general meet- 
ing, Mr Tim Yeo, Direc- 
tor of The Spastics Society 
emphasised this need. 


tars aim to be top of 


Knight and Steve Emerson. 
A special concert at 
Eastbourne, directed by 
Tommy Shaw, provided 
the spectacle of Dame Vera 
Lynn, singing her Falk. 


‘lands song, Wayne Sleep 


and Bonnie Langford, per- 
forming an updated version 
of “Chorus Line,” and 
opera singers, Ava June 
and Alberto Remedios, 
providing a different kind 
of vocal splendour. 

Events coming up in- 
clude a Horse Show aud 
County Spectacular at 
Knebworth Park, on Sep- 
tember 12, in which Caro- 
line’ Bradley is taking 
part, and John Wade will 
be doing another magic 
act. 

Still in the ideas stage is 
a plan to hold a_ 6v’s 
revival concert at Hammer- 
smith featuring the groups 


which made the 1960's 
swing. 

Meanwhile the hope 
remains that the SOS 


appeal will end up as top 
of the pots. 
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Chairman’s visit 


Good news from Ulster 


TIM Yeo, Director of The Spastics Society, at the Bal- 
Northern Ireland, with Stella 
and her 


moral Work Centre, 
McCartney (seated) 
McKelvey. 


LESLIE Crowther, refusing to be typecast, drops in for 
a chat with Mary Greene during his visit to the Balmoral 


Work Centre. 


Wilson, Alan Wilson. 


Sent, i 


instructor, Georgina 


pooeere 


THE Society’s Chairman, 
Mrs Joyce Smith, is pic- 
tured taking a keen in- 
terest in the equipment at 
Granville House special 
school, when she visited 
groups an dtheir centre in 
the North East. 

With Mrs Smith are Mr 
Roger Harvey, Chairman 
of the Stockport, East 
Cheshire, and High Peak 
Spastics Society, and Mrs 
Angela Keyworth, head 
teacher at the school. 


Discount 


DISABLED drivers Gan let 
the train take the strain at 
a discount as British Rail 
is allowing holders of Disa- 
bled Persons’ Railcards to 
travel by Motorail at a 
reduction of £10 for a single 
journey and £15 for a return 
journey. 


All aboard 


A trip on England’s oldest 
narrow gauge railway line is 
now a possibility for han- 


dicapped people, as_ the 
Ravenglass and Eskdale 
Railway, which has _ been 


running since 1876, can now 
accommodate disabled pas- 
sengers in three coaches 
specially adapted to carry 
four people in wheelchairs, 


Flower power 


SUPPORTERS of The Spas- 
tics Sociiety in Worthing and 
Littlehampton became 
flower people for the South 
of England Show at 
Ardingly. They made and 
sold 15,000 cornflower but- 
tonholes each day. 


Dr Who ? 


DR WHO alias Peter Davi- 
son, found time to drop in 
and open the Northern 
Counties 12th annual spastic 
games in Newcastle during 
a break in filming a new 
comedy programme on Tyne- 
side. 


WHEELCHAIRS 
Ashley Mobility 


Sole Authorised Distributors for 
Vessa Ltd’s range of Electric and 
Hand-Propelled WHEELCHAIRS. in 
the Midlands, Powys, Avon = and 
Somerset. Write for coloured bro- 
chure and details of the ‘Mota- 
bility’ Hire Purchase Plan for the 
Vessa Vitesse Power Chair for 
Mobility Allowance recipients (Child 
size now available}. Also BEC and 
Everest & Jennings Agents. 


FREEPOST, Birmingham 625 SBR. 

Tel: 021-772 53464 or A Mob 

ity (Worcester), FREEP + Wer- 
cester WR4 SBR. Tele 26575. 
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Society Ombudsman idea voted 
out by Executive Council 


DOES The Spastics Society 
need its very own Ombuds- 
man? Somebody who 
would put individual cases 
to government departments 
and local _ authorities? 
Somebody who would also 
represent them if they 
had a grievance against 
the Society itself? 

The Ombudsman idea 
was born in the Con- 
sumers’ Group, the small 
committee of disabled 


Galaxy 
of stars 
for goif 
Classic 


THE star rating will be 
well above par when 
some of the most 
famous names in the 
showbiz world take 
part in the most swing- 
ing charity event of 
the year, the Bob Hope 
Golf Classic. 

Descending on Moor 
Park golf club, at Rick- 
mansworth, Herts, from 
September 23 to 26, are 
some of the most famous 
names in Hollywood to 
join leading _ sporting 
celebrities. 

Each of the stars will 
partner a leading tourna- 
ment golfer for rounds of 
wisecracks, charisma, fun 
and, incidentally, golf, and 
the main beneficiary of 
the event will be the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics. 

Leading the celebrity 
parade will be Bob Hope 
himself taking the road to 
his third £100,000 British 
Classic event, and former 
US President, Gerald Ford. 

Making a close investiga- 
tion of the Moor Park 
course will be James Gar- 
ner (star of the “Rockford 
Files” and Bret Maverick), 
aided and abetted by those 
two fast drivers Starsky 
and - Hutch, alias - David 
Soul and Paul Michael 
Glaser. 

Competing with them 
for the limelight will be 
the evergreen Mickey 
Rooney, child star in the 
golden age of Hollywood, 
and Andy Hardy to a 
generation of cinemagoers 
four decades ago. 

Hoping to hit a_ high 
note will be Howard Keel, 
star of a succession of 
Hollywood musicals like 
“Seven Brides For Seven 
Brothers.” 

Adding glamour to the 
fairways will be Burt Lan- 
caster, Robert Goulet and 
Vic Damone; putting 
machismo in the bunkers 
will be Telly Savalas and 
Ermest Borgnine. 

Among the homegrown 
talent looking for pars 
with the autograph hunters 
are Ronnie Corbett, Can- 
non and Ball, Sir John 
Mills, Richard O’Sullivan, 
Eric Sykes, Ed Stewart, 
Henry Cooper, Bobby 
Charlton, Dickie Hender- 
son, Jimmy Tarbuck, Fred- 
die Truman and Sir Doug- 
las Bader. 


people which was set up 
within the Society to 
advise on services, and 
matters on which they have 
unique, personal know- 
ledge. There was support 
for the idea within the 
Society, but others pointed 
out that the Society al- 
ready had ample recourses, 
both in specialist staff, 
and contact with outside 
bodies, to ensure that any 
individual’s problems 
would be investigated and 


solutions sought. Surely 
the entire Society was an 
“Qmbudsman” for cere- 
bral palsied people? 

At the end of July, the 
matter was on the agenda 


at the meeting of the 
Executive Council, the 
governing body oi the 


Society. There was a keen 
discussion, but when it 
came to a vote the pro- 
Ombudsman lobby lost. 
But is the idea quite 
dead? Will it be revived 


at future meetings? Spas- 
tics News understands that 
some Executive Council 
members were so dis- 
appointed at the lost vote 
that they will be lobbying 
for support for the future. 

In the meantime the 
message is clear — in- 
creased efforts must be 
made to let everyone know 
that the Society is already 
both willing and able to 
see that they get their 
rights. 


Society’s new 
move on school 
integration 


The 1981 


Education Act, which comes into 


force in January 1983, recommends the integra- 
tion of handicapped children into mainstream 
schooling. The Spastics Society believes that, 
wherever appropriate, the law should be imple- 
mented, but it is concerned that integration 
should not take place at the expense of the 
interests of individual children. 


The Society has decided, 
therefore, to establish a 
Centre for Studies on Inte- 
gration in Education to 
promote good practice, 
research, and provide 
information. 

The centre will be run 
by Mark Vaughan, who 
has joined the Society from 
the Advisory Centre for 
Education. In May this 
year ACE and The Spastics 
Society organised a joint 
day conference to help pro- 
mote practical strategies 
for integration, Owing to 


demand for such help it 
will be repeated in the 
autumn in the North. 

One of the first projects 
the centre will undertake is 
a survey of local education 
authority practice in inte- 
gration, and to establish a 
register of existing integra- 
tion schemes in __ this 
country, It will also pro- 
duce leaflets, handbooks 
and information sheets for 


parents of handicapped 
children, teachers and 
administrators, 


® ENJOYING a whole 


new world. Robert 
Jones, aged 21, the 
first ever handicapped 
person eyer to partici- 
pate in the America’s 
Cup race, pictured dur- 
ing trials off Newport, 
Rhode Island, where he 
is part of the support 
squad for the British 
team. 

Robert, who is cereb- 
ral palsied and works 
at The Spastics Society’s 
Churchtown Farm Field 
Studies Centre, was 
pate in the Americas’ 
Cup because of his 
special ability to adapt 
to team pressure. 


Walkies! 


DOLL attacks Dog. A lady 
visiting the Spastics Shop 
in Croydon tied her dog up 
to the Debra collecting doll 
outside the shop only to 


see the doll topple over 
and be dragged up the 
busy main road by the 
terrified animal. 


. an arrangement 


50 C cup! 
About two hours 


son I have ever seen.” 


and have a spare one!” 


Continued from Page 1 


has no air conditioning. 

“She was put ashore at 
Ascension Island and flown 
by RAF VCI1O0 to Brize 
Norton and taken from 
there to a RAF hospital. 
My wife and I drove out 
to collect her and found 
her to be in extremely good 
condition. 

“On hearing that she 
was coming the first people 
we rang was The Spastics 
Society which came back 
to us very quickly.” 

General Mills’s phone 
call, to Margaret Morgan, 
the Society’s Controller of 
Social Services, resulted in 
being 
made with The Ockenden 
Venture to receive Cheryl 
into one of its small units, 
Kilmore Lodge, Camber- 
ley, Surrey. 

Here, Cheryl is staying 
for one month while she is 
assessed by Professor D. J. 
Bicknell, Professor of the 
Psychiatry of Mental 
Handicap at St George’s 
Hospital, London. 

Professor Bicknell told 
Spastics News: “It is 
very early days vet. I saw 
Cheryl on the evening she 
arrived, and she was very 
tired by the long journey. 

“T stayed in the unit over- 
night with her as we knew 
so little about her. 

“She was smiling and 
happy and enjoying the 
company of the people 
around her. Her potential 
is limited but we cannot 
say how limited just yet.” 

As the result of Profes- 
sor Bicknell’s assessment 
a decision will be made 
about where Cheryl will 
go to live and be looked 
after. The Spastics Society 
may be approached to 
offer Cheryl a new home 
in one of its specialised 
centres. 

Meanwhile the wheels 
are in motion to set up the 
Trust Fund which will at 
least secure her financial 
future. 

But even this has been 
possible only due to the 
fact that the - Falklands 
Appeal set up after it be- 
came clear that. the pro- 
ceeds from. the . South 


Booming bra 
business 
uplifts sales 


NOTHING is too big for a Spastics Shop to sell, as 
witness the Case of the Recycled Bra. 

The witness to the saga was Ethel Evans, 
Manageress of the Colwyn Bay shop, who was alone 4 
in the shop one day when in walked a lady with 
what Ethel describes as “the most enormous bosom 
I have ever seen in my life.” : 

The lady, who was barely five feet nothing tall, 
put a small pink case on the counter and said in a 
booming voice: “I’ve brought you one of my new 
bras—it has gone too small for me.” ; 

The bra was all lace and little flowers—and size 


later another lady came into 
the shop, whom Ethel describes as “the thinnest per- 


Seizing on the jumbo bra she announced: “Just 
what I have been looking for.” 

Noticing Ethel’s incredulous looks, the woman 
added hastily: “Oh, it’s not to wear, dear. I shall 
cut it into two. I will use one cup as a hair net to 
sleep in and put ribbons on it to tie under my chin 


So remember, if you have anything to get off your 
chest your local Spastics Shop can help. 


FALKLAN 
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Atlantic Fund could only 
be used for military victims 
of the conflict, is not a 
registered charity. 

“If we had been a regis- 
tered charity,’ explained 
General Mills, “we could 
not have helped Cheryl as 
you can’t help individuals 
unless they are below the 
poverty line, and Cheryl’s 
father is not, 

“Not being a registered 
charity, however, we can 
distribute funds in_ the 
widest possible way.” 

The Falklands Appeal 
to date has raised £105,000 
and this will rise to over 
£355,000 soon when money 
from the Jersey Govern- 
ment is added. 

Cheryl was upstairs in 
the same house when the 
shell which killed her 
mother fell, but escaped 
entirely unhurt. 

Paying a tribute to her 
parents General Mills said: 
“She has been immacul- 
lately looked after by her 
mother and father.” 


Who will become. the 
continuing guardian 
Cheryl’s welfare, whether 
The Spastics Society of 
some other organisation 
remains to be seen. Who- 
ever it is will be inherit- 
ing one of the most poigi- 
ant human legacies 
Britain’s Falklands story: 


| 


SPASTICS NEWS, 


Published by The Spastics | 
Society. 

Editor: Sheila Jenner. 

Editorial office: The Spas 
tics Society, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WIN 
4EQ. Tel: 01-636 5020. 

Advertising representative 
H. A. Collins Ltd, 3 
Ruskin Road, Carshal 
ton, Surrey SM5 3BQ 
Tel 01-647 1393. 

The views expressed 
Spastics News are no 
necessarily those of 
Spastics Society. 

Printed by F. J. Pat 
sons, Observer Building 
Cambridge Road, Hast 
ings, Sussex. 


s 


